
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



10-05   Pine Creek Watershed Rivers Conservation Plan ii

 
Pine Creek Watershed Rivers Conservation Plan 

  
Steering Committee Members 
Ralph Brugger ……..  Manager, Tioga County Conservation District 
Renee Carey ……..... Executive Director, Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy 
Ron Comstock……… Pine Creek Headwaters Protection Group 
Stacy Cromer ……… Natural Resource Conservation Service; Coordinator, Endless  
   Mountains Resource Conservation & Development Council 
Chuck DeCurtis ……  The Nature Conservancy – Director of Conservation Science 
Terra Dillman ……… Watershed Specialist, Tioga County Conservation District 
George Durrwachter.. Pine Creek Preservation Association;  
                                    Member, Lycoming County Planning Commission 
Jack Fleckenstein……Watershed Specialist, Potter County Conservation District 
Paul Hoffmaster …… Chairman, McHenry Township Supervisors 
Toner Hollick ……… Chairman, Lycoming County Planning Commission;  
          Pine Creek Council of Governments 
Amy Jo McClain.….. Potter County Planning Commission 
Kevin McJunkin …… Environmental Planner, Lycoming County Planning Commission 
Jennifer Means.……. Watershed Manager, Department of Environmental Protection 
Rob Parker.………… Watershed Specialist, Bradford County 
Eric Potter.………… Potter County Conservation District 
Wayne Scott.………. Watershed Resident 
Jerry Walls. …………Executive Director, Lycoming County Planning Commission 
Jim Weaver …………Tioga County Planning Commission; Endless Mountains  
   Resource Conservation & Development Council 
Dr. Mel Zimmerman.. Lycoming College – Clean Water Institute 
 
 
Advisors to Steering Committee: 
Jeff Prowant.………District Forester, Tiadaghton State Forest 
Roy Siefert.………. District Forester, Tioga State Forest 
C. E. Schwarz…….  Land Management Specialist 
 
Lycoming College Clean Water Institute Interns: 
Kristen Colgan  Kristina Kleintop 
Amy Curry   Jeannie Shaffer 
Alyssa DeDay   Drew Zimmerman 
 
Tioga County Conservation District Interns: 
Jehanna Howe   Cris Wood 
 
Photos courtesy of: George Durrwachter        Kristina Kleintop  
          Charlie Schwarz               Jim Weaver                     
 
Editor: Helen Schwarz 



10-05   Pine Creek Watershed Rivers Conservation Plan iii

 
 
 

Dedication 
 
Every once is awhile a head pops out of the crowd that sees a completely different view 
of the world. Every once in awhile the conjunction of community, activism and need 
occur simultaneously. Every once in awhile the conjunction of circumstances and 
individual bears fruit.  Such was the case with Phil Stillerman.  
 
Phil wasn’t from around here, but he sure made the Pine Creek Valley his home. A 
devoted family man, retired fire chief, and active environmentalist, Phil put his 
dedication to whatever he did. As President of the Pine Creek Headwaters Protection 
Group he was everywhere. He talked to politicians, advocated for clean water, facilitated 

consensus on issues throughout the watershed, spent 
untold hours working on the abandoned mine 
remediation of Babb Creek and assisted others in 
getting organized and energized.  
 
Perhaps the most important work he did was with 
children. There was always time to show the kids how 
to monitor a stream for water quality, why it was 
important and how they could get involved. He was an 
agent against the intergenerational tyranny of 
abandoned mine drainage, stream erosion, and water 
quality degradation we are faced with and was prepared 
to do something about it. His alkalinity kit and pH 
meter were always on the seat of his truck. Down the 
bank slipping and sliding (“the way I’ve gone through 
life”, he’d say, getting back up and dusting off his 
backside) to get a sample from some tributary of the 
Pine. 

 
The Pine Creek Watershed Rivers Conservation Plan owes a debt of gratitude to Phil for 
his support and early interest in the concept of the plan. He saw immediately the value of 
pulling the potential partners together to initiate the process. Moreover he was confident 
that we had the spirit, expertise and moxie to do it ourselves. But most importantly, he 
had the faith in us to be able to pull it off!  
 
Phil was taken from us while going to his daughter’s house to care for her cat, but his 
memory and dedication were, for many of us, the driving force in staying on task and 
seeing this plan to completion. So, to his vision and desire to see Pine Creek remain and 
become the crown jewel of the West Branch and the entire Susquehanna Basin:  We 
dedicate this plan to our friend -- Phil Stillerman. 
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